Robert Morris University

MATH 0900 Elementary College Algebra
Summer 2006
	Instructor:
	Betsy McCall, M.A., M.S.
	mccall@rmu.edu
betsymccall@comcast.net

	Office:
	John Jay 318
	

	Office Hours:
	Before class
	and by appointment

	Phone:
	412-262-8680 (office) 

412-751-8058 (home)
	fine for messages and emergencies

	Text:
	Introductory Algebra, 4th ed., Robert Blitzer, Pearson-Prentice Hall, NJ. 2006.


	Materials:
	Scientific calculator is strongly recommended.

	Course

Objectives:
	QS099 Modern Elementary College Algebra. This course is an introductory course presenting the principles of elementary algebra. Topics covered include the real number system, linear equations and inequalities, factoring, operations with polynomials, exponents and radicals, and an introduction to functions and the Cartesian coordinate system. Placement into this course is done through the placement testing program. (3 credits) 


	Prerequisites:
	None.

	Attendance:
	You are required to attend every class, and attendance will be taken.  Missing 20% of instructional time MAY result in failure of the course.  Regardless, attendance is extremely important.  This material is cumulative, and it is extremely difficult to catch up once a student falls behind.  Students that attend regularly stand a significantly better chance of passing.  It is the student’s responsibility to make up missed material.  This should be done immediately upon a student’s return to class.


	Evaluation:
	Mid-term Exam  – 20% total
Quizzes (5 total) – 30%
Homeworks – 15% (Practice Problems 5%, Graded Problems 10%)
Attendance – 5%
Final Exam (Comprehensive) – 30%


	Grades:
	A   100% - 94%

A-   93% - 90%

B+   89% - 87%

B     86% - 84%

B-    83% - 80%
	C+    79% - 77%

C      76% - 70%

D      69% - 60%

F       below 60%



	Topics:
	Chapter 1 – The Real Number System
Chapter 2 – Linear Equations and Inequalities in One Variable

Chapter 3 – Problem Solving

Chapter 6 – Exponents and Polynomials

Chapter 7 – Factoring Polynomials

Selected Sections from:

Chapter 8 – Rational Expressions

Chapter 9 – Roots and Radicals

Chapter 10 – Quadratic Equations and Functions

Topics and Schedule are subject to change.


	Make-up Work:
	If you miss any class for any reason, you must be prepared to turn in whatever assignments are due the next class on time, as well as any back assignments; this includes taking exams during the very next class period.  Anything more than one week late will receive a grade of zero.  Exceptions to this one week rule will only be made if a student obtains approval prior to the absence, or in case of medical emergency where evidence is provided. 



	Assignments:
	All assignments will be collected.  It is important that students show work on every problem if they expect full credit.  That means if you use your calculator, for instance, by graphing a function, sketch the graph as it looks on your screen.  Just writing down a number as an answer is not good enough.  Students are encouraged to work together to complete homework assignments.


	Final Grades:
	Final grades will be available online after 2006 July 26.    While I’m sure you will be better off with an A in my course (or a passing grade as the case may be), appeals to pity about your final grade will not be answered.  If you are struggling, the time to come to me for help (or the remote possibility of extra credit) is during the semester, and prior to the last month of the course—not after final grades have been turned it.


	Academic Integrity:
	It is the responsibility of the student to maintain academic integrity with regard to class assignments, exams, and any other course requirements.  Thus, cheating, plagiarism and/or knowingly assisting some other to violate academic integrity are all violations of academic integrity.  Such violations are subject to disciplinary action, including, but not limited to, lowering or failing grades, suspension/dismissal from class or the University.


	Special Needs:
	If you have special needs that can be accommodated and are covered by the Americans with Disabilities Act, please see me or contact Cassandra Oden at Franklin Center.



	Website:
	Course information will be kept current at my website:

http://www.betsymccall.info/summer06/rmu/algebra.html 

Assignments, notices, etc. will be kept up to date there, along with a class e-mail list, and a grade calculator.



	Course Note:
	Our section meets: 6:00-10:00 p.m. Mondays

	Tutoring Schedule:
	Tuesday: 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Thursday 3:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
	Franklin 14


